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Anticue lovers seek auctions in Kuwait
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KUINAIT: Despite of the gickal recession, artfacts and antiques are still demanded duz to human's
natre to seek beauty, unicuenzss ad to escape from the daily pressure, The art provices us with te
mears of heauty; they play an Importzntroe N e lves of mary people. Therefore, they became 2
sourc of technicue and style in cur |ife. Auctions are considared the shelter for thoss who want 10 own
antiques. To shed licht sbout auctions in Kuwait, 4l-Watan Daily interviewed the founding Parmer of
JalM shelkha Lulu &l-Sabah

What is JAAM?

Al-S=bah: JAMM is a comprehensive art manag2ment and consuliancy servios to private and corparate
clients fram all over the world, . Some of our services ncluce an all-rourdad support for starting,
maintaining and catering private & corporate art collections, artist represantation, exhibitions, events
and private client representsticon,

Ore of our key goals is to promote collaaoration without cultural divide mezning that we are also very
rvolved i the contermparary art field i other establishad and emerging markets - not just the Micdle
East.

How about te role of the Role of the art adhviscr?

hl-S30an: The role of the art advisor i to azsst collectors, both new and estzbliched, n every aspect in
the farmation and martenance of a callection. As 3 boutique company we are ablz to offer a highly
bespoke service o all of cur cliznts, giving them the time and dedication needed to fulfill teir aesthetic
rvastment criteria.

Wha is your target in this auction?

Al-S=aah; Our target audiznze is very varied - from private ndividuals who are actively collecting; to
corperations looking to extend thelr cultural footprint and public services actively s2skirqg a legacy. We
therefors are afforded the great Liwury of beirg iwoked in a greatly divarse spectrum of projacts
whether n Dubai, London, Paris, Kuweait or New York,

What Is the reason kenind organizing this event? 1 1t for charity?

Al-Sztan: A charity event implizs that the warks have been donated, which is not the case in this
auction. This is first and foremost an art auction. As JAMM supports the Kuwait Saciety for the
Protection of animzls and Their Hahitats 'S PATH), w2 have decided m offer 30 parcent of the
proceeds from this sale o this cause. Kuwait Society's PATH is committed to irproving the
environmznt, by cieaning the beaches, the sea, among other measures. In terms of the art, we have an
excepticnal pool of talent in the Middlz East and the auction offers a wonder ful opportunity o showcas2
key sxarrples from both emerging snd established artists. It slso provides an opportunity to expose the
wirks of contemporary Kuwatti artists to collectors from ao-oss the werld,

Who is conducting this auction?
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AFSabah: Aileen sgopizn, Drector of Contemparary art for Phillips de Pury & Compary n New York & a
man auctioresr will ke Aving h o conduct the aucton. Vie're particulary delighted having rot enly
worked with sileen many times n the past, but with her extensive nErmatonal experience at setting
rnew sale leveb at corterrparary zuctions, we're hoping for @ new recced,

Yihat 15 your messzage for the Kuwalt scclety?

AlSabah: My message s that for Kuwait artists 1o make it o the international level, thay must first gat
the supocrt of their ocal pacple, T ask that you corma and see these warks on Feb, 18 and if a spacific
work moves you, bid on ton Feb. 17,

Of course, the best scanario i that the works are 100 percent sold! However, our success has abaady
b=en achizvad. There has never baen a contemparary auchon h Kuwait, and as such JAMY is honared
0 be the first o bring this o frution, Wete zlzo delghted 1 be bringing gether such an esteemad
audierce of pacple - collectors, atists, gallersts, joumalists - all of whom a2 actvely ergaged n the
contempcrary cultural movement

Art ks a @kentor stierce?

AlSabah: 1 thirk itis 3 bit of both, as it recuires certain technical skills and talent Mary pacple have
the talent when ey are young but unfortunately do not devziop this lent, For this reazon, we need
more art classes ard art schools in Kuwait

Viuhat are the elements of tis industry?

This irdustry requires cocparation betwean the publc and private sector. 4z the Middls East art markat
1 shll 2 young market, ve read o all werk together for a commen oosl,

vihere the Middlie East Is concerred, JaMM s posinoned m bridge the gaps that ae tecomng evident
with the spaed of which the market 5 ceweloong. In the coming years, ard with the markad number of
muszums due o open thar doors, there i a growing disparity betwesn the incressed rumbar of
collectors and lack of expertice 10 hand ke that growth, Additionally, artists from the Middle East nead
nizrnatonal exposurs and J6MM warks in & colldacrative way to facilitste that process, whether that is
workirg with gallerizs, artists or collectors directly.

Yie will be offering over 50 works of art by renowred Middle Eastem atists, includirg Mahammad
Rawas, Rokni Haerizadeh, hahil Nzhas, Jamal ahdul Rahim, Reza Derakshani, Hassan Mezr, Ahmed
Abkoudani, Farideh Lashai, Sami Mchammed, Chant AvadiEsian and Lamya Gargash, the aucton will
provide an opparonity for both new and existing clients In the G2C regich end beyord w0 acd @ ther
collections of contamacrary Arab and Iranian art

A public exhipition of the artworks will Bka place at the Al Carnicha Clb in Kuwait on 16 Februasry,
shead of the auction, 280 hopes that the praview will provide an opportunity for the pablic o visit and
enioy the art that will oo under the hammer on the 17,
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